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For taking the initial step to learn about 
international education and support for study 
abroad offered through the National Security 
Education Program (NSEP). You have 
already shown initiative that will serve you 
well.  You are preparing for a future in 
which nearly all fields of endeavor have a 
growing international component. 
 

NSEP is designed to provide American 
undergraduates and graduates with the 
resources and encouragement they need to 
acquire skills and experience in countries 
and areas of the world critical to the future 
security of our nation.  As a student of 
another culture and language, you will begin 
to acquire the international competence you 
need to communicate effectively across 
borders, understand other perspectives and 
analyze increasingly fluid economic and 
political realities.  NSEP is especially 
designed to support students who will make 
a commitment to Federal Service. 

 
Expand Your International Skills and 
Experience 
NSEP David L. Boren Undergraduate and 
Graduate Scholarships offer you a unique 
opportunity to expand your understanding of 
countries and languages critical to U.S. 
national security.  Each year, NSEP  makes it 
possible for students to pursue the study of 
languages and cultures.  If you are interested 
in studying areas of the world other than 
Western Europe, Canada, Australia, and 
New Zealand, NSEP may offer you an 
opportunity.  This year’s list of possible 
locations and languages for study includes 
87 countries and 48 languages.  
 
Countries, Languages and Fields of Study 
NSEP emphasizes countries, languages, and 
fields of study deemed critical to U.S. 
national security.  You can select from a list 
that includes more than 85 countries and  45 
languages.  NSEP emphasizes a diverse 
range of fields of study, including business, 
political science, international affairs, 
science, engineering, health, law, 
economics, history, and other social 
sciences. 
 
Eligibility, Application, and Selection 
NSEP welcomes applications from:  
(Undergraduate)  
*U.S. citizen at the time of application. 
*Have matriculated as a freshman, 
sophomore, junior, or senior at Alabama 
A&M University (AAMU). 
*Planning to use the scholarship for study 
abroad and the study abroad program ends 
before you graduate. NSEP undergraduate  
 

 
scholarships are not for study in the United 
States. 
(Graduate) 
U.S. Citizen enrolled in an accredited U.S. 
college or university located within the U.S.  
Applicants design their own programs and 
may combine domestic study of foreign 
language and cultural programs with 
overseas study.  All Fellowships must 
include formal study of a modern language 
other than English and the study of an area 
and culture.  Applications are considered in 
a two-stage national merit review process. 
Awards are announced in early May.  
 
Periods of Study 
Freshmen and sophomores are eligible to 
apply for scholarships for summer (6 weeks 
or longer), semester, and full year programs 
for which preference is given. Juniors and 
seniors are eligible to apply for semester and 
full year programs. (Special Exception): 
Juniors and seniors majoring in an applied 
science or engineering may apply for NSEP 
funding for summer study abroad. Seniors 

may apply 
for NSEP 

assistance, 
provided 

they will not 
graduate 

from their  
 

 
home institution  before or during the  
period of  study abroad.  

AAMU Faculty in Ukraine with East European University of 
Economics and Management faculty and student  



 

AAMU & ISU International Study Group in Ghana

AAMU Students in Nzulezu, a village on 
stilts, Ghana 

Periods of Study (cont’d) 
Graduate Student Fellowships will support a 
minimum of one and a maximum of six 
academic semesters (24 months). Intensive 
summer language programs must be 
equivalent to an academic semester to be 
considered.  Programs may begin no earlier 
than fall of the current year’s competition 
and no later than the summer of the next 
year. 
 
Level of Support 
 The amount of an NSEP scholarship award 
is based on financial need, as certified by the 
institution’s financial aid office.  For 
undergraduates, the maximum scholarship 
award for any one academic term in a study 
abroad program is about $10,000.  For 
students participating in individually 
arranged programs, the amount of the award 
will be based on host country cost of living, 
tuition (if any), travel, books, settling-in, and 
appropriated insurance.  These costs will be 
determined by IIE/NSEP. At a minimum, for 
all students, an NSEP award is $2,500 for 
summer, $4,000 for one semester, or $6,000 
for an academic year.  
 
Graduate Student Fellowships provide 
support for overseas or domestic study, or a 
combination of both.  The maximum award 
for overseas study is $12,000 per semester 
for up to two semesters ($24,000 total). A 
maximum of $12,000 is available for a 
program of domestic study only.  Support 
for domestic study is limited to language or 
area studies which enhance a degree 
program.  The maximum level of support for  

Level of Support (cont’d) 
a combined overseas and domestic program 
is $30,000.   
 
Service Requirement 
 
All Boren Scholarship recipients agree to 
work for a specified period of time, either 
for a U.S. government agency involved in 
national security affairs, or in U.S. higher 
education, in that order of precedence.  The 

duration 
required for 
service is for 

the 
equivalent of 
the length of 

program 
support from 
NSEP i.e., 

one summer, 
one semester 

or one year. 
 
Eligible federal agencies include, among 
others, the U.S. Departments of Commerce, 
Defense, Energy, Justice, and State, and the 
Intelligence Community, as well as more 
than 25 committees and subcommittees of 
the U.S. Congress. 
 

For More Information Contact: 
 

Dr. B. Onuma Okezie 
Director, International Programs 
Carver Complex, Thomas Wing  

Room 125 or 112A 
e-mail: studyabroad@aamu.edu 

(256) 372-5418 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alabama A&M 
University 

 
 

Campus Application Deadline:  
Mid-January  

AAMU & ISU International Study Group 
in Ghana, West Africa 


